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“PECOS COUNTY—ITS HISTORY 


fn Pawan BY JUDGE 0) W! WILLTAMS 


‘The town of Fort Stockton is not an accident. Nature so used 
her forces in moulding the earth’s surface that the building of this lit- 
tlé City was inevitable when the white man came to lord the surround- 
ing eountry. When the Spanish Padres in 1584 came over the neigh- 
boring pass through the most Easterly range of the Rocky Mountains 
and saw the beautiful little Comanche River leaving its magnificent 
springs, and winding its way to the North through the waving 
“tules”’ on its border, they noted in their diary the wide and fertile 
valley fringed ten miles away with low mesas. 


But it was then on a great Indian highway, and in after years 
became noted as a great center on the Comanche War Trail. This In- 
lian tribe used it as a caravanserai on that trail for nearly a hundred 
years from 1760 to 1850, and many weeping Mexican captives and 
Mexican herds and flocks driven by the Comanches from Mexico up 
to the Llano Estacado foot hills, have passed down this valley, and 
have drunk of the waters of the little river. So naturally the little 
river became the Rio Comanche, 


When, in 1839 the merchants of the City of Chihuahua deter- 
mined to abandon their route of trade by Santa Fe to the States, and 
to seek a shorter road, the Rio Comanche became a noted watering on 
the first wagon road cut across the Trans-Pecos Texas. Later, in 1848, 
Joseph Is. Johnson, then a Captain of Dragoons at El Paso, and after- 
wards a Confederate General, was ordered to lay out a wagon route 
from FE] Paso to San Antonio. For this purpose he procured as a 
guide, an Indian “‘manso”’, who had been a captive of the Comanche 
tribe. That Indian pointed the way to the second wagon road leading 
to the site of Fort Stockion, and so the Government road from San 
Antonio, Texas to San Diego, California had its beginning. 


The next step in the town’s history came shortly afterwards as 
a direct result of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo between the United 
States and Mexico. By that treaty the States became bound to stop 
the plundering excursions of American Indians into the Mexican 
States, and to put an end to the Great Comanche War Trail a line of 
military posts was set up directly across that highway. In this way 
Camp Stockton came into existence and received its name from Com- 
modore Stockton, of the U.S. Navy, then a hero of the California phase 
of the Mexican war. 


This post, situated where the town now lies, was garrisoned 
until the Civil War. Here took place in 1859 the trial tests of the 
Sgyptian camels imported by the Government for the purpose of sup- 
plying means of transportation across the arid Southern Trans-conti- 
nental Highway of the U.S. When the war broke out in 1861, the post 
was abandoned. Later, when the Sibley Expedition passed through to 
New Mexico, a garrison of Confederates was left in charge, but on the 
return of General Sibley, the post was again abandoned, and the Com- 
anche War Trail again resumed its ancient course. 


In the spring of 1867, by order of General Phil Sheridan, it was 
again occupied by troops, and became for a time the headquarters of 
the 9th Cavalry as Fort Stockton, It then continued as a military post 
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until June 30, 1886, when the flag was hauled down from the Parade 
Grounds, and it became a-smal}! frontier town, the County Seat of Pe- 
cos County since 1875, and depending for its existence upon the cattle 
and sheep then being brought into Pecos County. 


In 1882, the Southern Pacific Railway Company, in order to 
place its line of road so no other road could be built between its line 
and the Mexican Boundary, made the mistake of abandoning its natur- 
a] track at the Paisano Pass, and leaving Fort Stockton to the North, 
carried its road over the rocky, deserted and arid border of the Rio 
Grande about the mouth of the Pecos River, and it was nearly 30 years 
before the town came into its own. In the year 1912 the Kansas City, 
Mexico & Orient Railway built its. road into the town on a line closely 
approximating to the Old Comanche War Trail. Here again was illus- 
trated the rule so often carried out, that the arteries of commerce in 
the United States generally fol Now the old Indian routes. 


The growth of the town since the coming of ie railroad has 
been striking. Cemented canals carrying the waters of the little river 
out for distribution to oe farmers, and alfalfa, grapes and fruits of 
many kinds cover the lands over which the Comanches dragged their 
bleeding captives 50 years ago. Where a Fort stood 40 years ago for 
a border police, churches, schools and farms now. stand in peace and 
prosperity, 


According to its citizens Pecos County is only now getting ready 
to make the first important chapter in its history. Behind it lies a 
long period of Barbarism, evidenced by flint arrow heads and domestic 
implements of stone and bone, the stone heaps known as mescal pits 


and the ancient Indian graves. The stone and bone relics may be. 


quite ancient, but their present position, and the condition of the pits 
and the graves, do mabe show any antiquity of more than five hundred 
years, and in essentia) respects indicate that they are vestiges of some 
Apache tribe like the present Mescaleros of New fo. 


There are not to be found anywhere in the County or in its im- 
mediate Vicinity any ruins of ancient communal houses such as are 
found further north on the headquarters of the Pecos River, and in 
the Rio Grande Valley. The Comanche Creek, the Leon and Tunas 
Springs, offered an easy opportunity for the cultivation of crops by 
irrigation but not a single sign of any ancient canals or of early culti- 
vation has been found in the County limits. The faces of many cliffs 
in the Stockton Plateau gave sites for cliff dwellings in abundance, 
but all the evidences that are left to show human residence are caves 
and insets in the rocks blackened by smoke, with a talus of charcoal 
and rocks resulting from the temporary abode of hunters. Apparent- 
ly the County was never occupied by any high-class tribe of Indians. 


For a Jong period of time after the Spanish occupation of Mexi- 
co the soldier, the priest, and the civilian alike, paid little attention to 
the territory between the Rio Grande and the lower reaches of the 
Pecos River. There were no mines there to exploit, no aggregation of 
human beings to save. Possibly Cabeza de Vaca in 1535 passed 
through the County in the journey in which he never knew in the 
morning where his wandering feet were to land in the evening. But 
the description is so vague, and so Jacking in certainty of location, 
that some writers carry him along the Canadian HRiver three hundred 
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miles north, while others take him through Mexico two hundred mile 
south of Fort Stockton. 


Very much more certain, while leaving yet some margin of 
doubt, is the record of K’spejo, Who in the summer of 1583 came down 
the Pecos River, on his way to the junction of the Conchas River with 
the, Rio Grande, from the large pueblo of the Pecos Indians, thirty 
miles east of the preseni town of Santa Fe, New Mexico. He gave 
it the name “Rio de los vacas” because “tra yeling along its banks for 
six days a distance of about thirty leagues we found a great number 
of cows of that country.” Going down the river for a total distance 
of 120 leagues he learned from some Jumanos Indians that he ‘was 
only twelve days journey from the Conchas River. So he “crossed 
to this river’. Now he may possibly have gone up Toyah Creek and 
crossed through by the Davis Mountains. But there was a road, well 
traveled from the Salt Lake in Crane County, just ae ors the Pecos 
from the town of Buenavista, which was then in use by the Indians of 
the tribe of the Jumanos to carry salt to the Taaens at ae junction of 
the Conchas and Rio Grande Rivers. It traversed a smoother country 
than the Fort Davis trail, and one probably. nuch more traveled; so I 
am inclined to regard this trail through Pecos County as the one he 
used. But all he says is ‘‘we crossed to this river”. 


The next chapter of its recorded history, so far as I am inform- 
ed, is given date 101 years later than Espejo’s return down his River 
of Cows. It was in January, 1684, that Juan Dominguez de Mendosa, 
on his Expedition from 35] Paso to the Indians living in the neighbor- 
hood of San Angelo, camped with his soldiers, the good Frays Lopes 
and Zavalets and their attendant Julimes Indians, in a beautiful plain 
on a Deautiful river “without any kind of tree, it having only camalote 
patches”. To this place he gave the name of “San Juan del Rio’, or 
in our language St. John of the River. Wecall it Fort Stockton. Near 
the Leon ‘Springs— san Francisco Xavier he names it— on the day 
before, the tracks of buffaloes had been seen, and at the camp on San 
Juan del Rio “three bulls were killed in this place and with them came 
relief to the great need which all the camp suffered” 


They set out from the place of San Juan, Jan. 12, 1685 and some 
2% leagues on a road “‘Jevel without stones, covered with much pas- 
turage’, they came to a “beautiful spring which flows towards the 
north” to which was given the name San Anselmo. We know it as 
the San Pedro Spring. On the 13th they arrived at the “Salado Riv- 
er’— Espejos River of the Cows. Here they remained over the 14th 
killing six buffaloes, and discovering on the other (north) side of the 
river a “great saline” having no water but “abundantly supplied with 
salt in white and good grains.” The party continued on down the 
south side of the rive) probably using another trail leading to the 
Salt Lake— some thirty miles more or less to a ford, where they 
crossed to a Rancheria of Jediondo Indians, which lay at “the foot of a 
great rock that serves it as a protection against hostile Apaches”. 


From Fort Stockton to the Pecos River the party were evident- 
ly traveling on a trail to the Salt Lake, over which for nearly 200 years 
afterwards the inhabitants of the “Junta de los Rios” carried their salt 
for domestic use and for barter. Even to this day an old road is still 
in existence near the Pecos River, Known as the “Salt Crossing Road”. 
This trail went through the center of the prospective oi] fields of Pe- 
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cos Gents, and ran for ftty miles along the apex of a p Breal oil struc- 
ture. From the-cld ford on the Pecos they took a ccurse to the Kast 
at ne angles to their ae course; due probably to the existence 
of another trail to the Salt Lake, (which may have continued from the 
Jediondo village) farther on to the head of the Concho River, 
and to the vicinity of San Angelo. This Salt Lake must have afford- 
ed in those days the only source of supply of domestic salt in quantity 
to all those numerous small Indian tribes who were gathered to meet 
this Expedition somewhere on the Colorado River near the present 
town of Ballinger, and consequently trails must have been worn from 
it leading in al directions. Twice in his itinerary from the junction 
of the Conchas and Rio Grande Rivers to the ‘Salado’, Mendosa refers 
to the road (camino) which he is following, not as a road which he is 
then making, but as a road already in existence. 


FRS4 


The very name of the Jediondo or Hediondo Indians, indicated 
an unsavory reputation and calls to mind the name of another tribe 
living in those days on the shores of Lake Michigan, and denominated 
“Puants” by the French. In what respect they were more “hediondo”’ 
than other Indians we have not Jearned. But it is plain that these 
people were not affiliated with the Apaches, and indeed it would seem 
further on in Mendosa’s narrative that the Apaches were like the an- 
cient Arabs with hands uplifted against every other people. They did 
not come to inet Mendosa’s people at any time in friendly greeting 
but hung around their far horizon, stealing horses by night and mur- 
dgering solitary strays in the day time. The same charge was made 
against them by the other tribes who met Mendosa. ‘So far as the 
story of the Apaches in West Texas goes this continues to be the record 
of these savages on down into the memory of Jiving men. 


ions of Hsspejo and Mendosa were duly reported to 

Spanish Government, and the translation of these 
reports contained in Bolton’s “Spanish Ixploration of the Southwest” 
are the only sources that I have been able to examine, which relate + 
our territory during the period of time between the invasion of Cortes 
and the revolt of Hidalgo. But there may be other similar reports 
in existence. And then there were illicit explorations not sanctioned 
by the authorities, where there were no Official reports. We get a 
trace of these unauthor ized expeditions now and then in the official 
reports of the commands sent out to bring back these wild rovers. 
The ill-fated but persistent and remarkable journey of Leyva and 
Humana in 1593 to the Missouri River where the party was destroyed 
by the Indians, is a case in point. What we know of this expedition 
is due to the report made by those whose duty it was to trace out the 
career of these people who had, without official permit, plunged into 
the wilderness, set aside for the Spanish crown, in violation of its 
edicts. 


The expediti 
the officials of the 


We have no reason to suppose that Leyva and Humana passed 
through this country. But in pursuit of another illicit exploration, 
the subsequent reports of another expedition show its probable en- 
trance into our confines, only 5 years after the Humana expedition. 
In 1598 Castano de Sosa, who was then in charge of a settlement ata 
mining camp called Nuevo Almaden, Monclova, in Nuevo Leon, form- 
ed a party of 170 persons, and, making no pretense of securing a per- 
mit from Spanish authorities, started with them to New Mexico. He 
crossed the Rio Grande, and came to the Pecos somewhere between 
Sheffield and the present town of Girvin. He passed up the river and 
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in doing so probably used the south or west side of the river, as the 
going on that side must have been better than on the other. After 
petting as far north as Taos, New Mexico, he was arrested by a de- 
tachment of Spanish soldiers sent out for that purpose, and his career 
as an explorer came to an end. No description of his itinerary seems 
to be in existence, other than the general route here given. 


Now as we have no other official detailed account of any pas- 
sage of Spanish explorers through Pecos County, and as the next re- 
corded visit to its bounds is that of an American domiciled in Chihua- 
hua 115 years later, we will) halt the narrative to draw some conclu- 
sions from the record of the Mendosa Iuxpedition as to the changes 
which may have occurred in the natural features of the country, dur- 
ing the 240 years which have elapsed cic the entries were made in 
the journal of the soldier in command. ‘The Spaniards in 1680 had 
been driven out of New Mexico by a revolt of the Pueblo Indians, and 
for the next 4 years their headquarters for the northern territory had 
been located near where the city of E] Paso now stands. Naturally 
then this expedition took its start from that place. The first entry 
is dated December 15, 1683, and the entire trip going out was made in 
the winter time. They traveled down the Rio Grande River to the 
mouth of the Conchos River, near the present American town of Pre- 
sidio, Where they arrived on December 29, 1683, and where there was 
quite a settlement of Julimes Indians. 


They left a spot near the mouth of the Alamito Creek, on Janu- 
ary 1, 1684, on the next leg of their journey. From this point to the 
Pecos River which they reached on January 13th, they seem to have 
been following a trail or road Jeading from the settlement at the 
mouth of the Conchos River to the SALINE on the Pecos River. In 
later days we know that there was such a trail used in ie transport 
of salt, and, as the route was naturally dictated by the location of 
waters and ‘ynounta 1iIn passes. it is fair to presume that the trail was 
already laid out in use. Jt is now practically the route designated for 
the Orient Railway when completed. It is not the first old Indian trail 
to become the predecessor of a great transcontinental line of transpcr- 
tation. 


The direction of their journey from this starting point on Ala- 
mito Creek is not given, but from the identification of subsequent 
camps it must have been almost due north and up the Alamito Arroyo. 
At the first camp they record their arrival at a hot spring. Here 
comes our first problem. I am told there is not now to be found any 
hot spring near where this spot is reasonably assumed to have been 
located. So how can hs disappearance be explained? Now from an 
experience of 40 years in this country I can offer two explanations— 
‘if we assume that the spring laid in oF near the valley of the Alamito. 
Irirst, there is the Well established fact, in some parts of the territory 
of the Rio Grande watershed, that springs, located in the bottoms of 
arroyos, are sometimes overwhelmed by the accumulation of silt car- 
ried down in flood, and deposited so as to cover up the outflow... It 
very often happens however in these days, because of the wearing of 
paths by stock from hills down to valleys, and the consequent rapid 
run-off of rain, that the wash cuts deeper flood after flood into the 
bottom of the valley, and sometimes hei ti? springs at upper levels 
where they have before been hidden. But where the soil is heavy and 
carries much rock the opposite effect is had, and springs are hidden 
from sight. Now as the Journal] says that the hot spring flows to the 
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southeast from its source on a hill, it would seem that this explanation 
is not satisfactory, as the covering of a spring by a wash would be only 


Oo 


practicable where the spring laid in the low ground of some arroyo. 


The other explanation possible is that the source of ithe heat 
given to the water has been exhausted in the 240 years which have 
passed since this spring was observed. There are quite a number of 
hot springs at various places along the Rio Grande in the Big Bend, 
and in the neighborhood of Presidio. There is a remarkable well of 
hot water obtained from a depth of 700 feet at Finley on the Southern 
Pacific Railway,— east of Sierra Bianca. The theory as to ‘their 
sources of heat is that it-is due to the presence of volcanic rock,—- still 
heated and lying comparatively near the surface. In time this heat is 
all given out, so it may be that this hot spring has lost its heat, or it 
may have entirely disappeared, owing to some change of conditions in 
its underground channels, due to the decrease in heat. 


After passing out of the Alamito valley the party came ‘“‘to the 
extremity of a mesa which extends to the north’, and to the west 
there lay “a beautiful plain with plentiful pasturage of conch grass”’. 
This was probably the plain about the town of Marfa. Later they 
camped in the midst of some hills, where there were oaks and cedars, 
and here and there “bare detached rocks”, details which point to the 
Paisano Pass. On the night of January 4th they camped “at the foot 
of a hill to the east. On the south rises a little arroyo which flows 
toward the north. There is water sufficient for any herd of horses”. 
This apparently means a camp at the spring about one-half mile north 
of the town of Alpine. This spring now runs for several miles, I am 
told, owing probably to water acded to its outflow by the town and its 
development. But when I first saw this spring, and for some years 
afterwards, it furnished only a smal] quantity, which ran but a few 
feet, and was gathered in a small pond. It was known to the Mexi- 
cans as the “Charco de Alsate’’, owing to the fact that before the Civil 
Var an Apache chief named Alsate surrounded some Mexicans at this 
spot and held them there until relief from Ojinaga came to their aid. 
They were carrying salt from the salt Jake in Crane County to Pre- 
sidio. The term ‘“‘charco” as used among the Mexicans in this section 
means a small pond of water with earth bottom, as distinguished from 
“tinaja” a pond of water lying on recks. 


Leaving this camp near Alpine, designated in the narrative as 
San Lorenzo, they set out on their road in a northeasterly direction, 
and for their next camp turned “aside from the path about half a 
league” on the left hand from San Lorenzo “for a valley apart with 
good pasturage, and with mountains on both sides.” If we have 
placed San Lorenzo correctly, then this camp site must have been the 
arroyo Which runs by the foot of Mitre Peak easterly in the wide flat 
12 to 14 miles out of Alpine. In this valley they found “nogales”, 
which is translated “pecans’, in Mr. Bolton’s book, and there are at 
the present time a few pecans actually growing in that valley. These 
trees however are not indigenous, but were planted there about twen- 
ty-five years ago. It is probable that the correct translation of the 
word is the usual one, “walnuts”. I have no knowledge of any native 
growth of pecans in this county or its neighbors after you leave the 
Pecos River, but there is considerable growth in some dry arroyos of 
the white or Texas walnut, and not far from Mitre Peak, I have seen 
trees of this variety with trunks up to 6 inches in diameter. 
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After leaving the camp in the arroyo of the “Nogales” the party 
traveled about six leagues to a place “which has a beautiful plain 
which extends behind eastwards” and “from the slope of a hill”. This 
seems to describe the Leoncita Spring and the black meadow land ly- 
ing just below it, unusual] in color to these travelers through lands of 
auburn rocks and red soils. Just why the place was named San Pedro 
de Alcantara Saint Peter of the Bridge, as the Arabic name of the 
Spanish town becomes in Knglish—does not appear from the narrative, 
but the party arrived there on January 6th, which may have been the 
natal day of that Saint. Mendosa records the name of each station 
on his outward journey, but it is highly probable that these names 
were furnished by the Brothers who went with the party, and the 
names seem to have been given after that of the particular Saint who 
ruled the day of naming. No one of these places in Pecos County has 
given so far a hy credit to its patron Saint, excepting san Juan del Rio 
(Fort Stockton), which is under suspicion of having lost its “cama- 
lote” patches, but which retained its “Beautiful River’, and carries 
now on its banks a thriving county town. 


At this place, “Saint Peter of the Bridge’, the party stopped for 
a few days hunt “at the general] request of its Given Indians, and of 
others who came with them, constrained by the necessity which they 
suffered because of not having any food to eat. For this reason they 
arranged” to surround the deer and other kind of animals in order to 
relieve the necessity which we all shared. “This suggests that the 
party was rather large, for it requires a goodly number to surround 
and drive deer to a center in a successful rodeo so that they might be 
slaughtered. This surmise is reinforced later in Mendosa’s mention 
of the presence of three captains in his party at the Rancheria of the 
Hediondos, unless he was afflicted, as the Mexican revolutions of to- 
day are, with an army mostly of high officers. As it required Sigel one 
day of hunting to furnish their larder, it is to be presumed that the 
hunting was good. It probably held good then, as in recent timed 
that Saint Peter of the. Bridge marked one of the farthest eastern 


_bounds of the blacktail deer, and the most western limit of the buffalo 


in these latitudes. 


On. January Sth the party set out from this spring in the black 
lands, and that night made camp without wood or water, Just as in 
recent day many an American has cainped on that long ‘dr y stretch 
before the days of Ford cars. On the next day they came to a place 
to which they must have assigned great importance as it was given 
the name of San Francisco Xavier after one of the great heroes of the 
church. It is not difficult to recognize Leon Springs in the descrip- 
tion of this place. “It has as marks three small hills standing towards 
the West, and towards the North a cliff from which issues a spring of 
alkaline but pleasant water.” The three small hilis lie some ten miles 
tc the Southwest, nipples projecting upwards from a high table land to 
the West of the apex of the great “Stockton High” Oi] Structure. The 
water now breaks out in a flat valley about 300 yards from a rather 
low but abrupt cliff laying to the North. This cliff is composed of an 

gglomeration of fossil shells and rounded worn pudding stones of 
lime, and seems to be wearing away to the North, so that possibly 240 
years ago the spring did issue from the cliff. At any rate it must 
have been closer to it then than it is now. 


Now so late as 1880 to 1890 these springs possessed some natural 
features so remarkable that the absence of any reference to them in 


Smal 


Lae ah eh EU emo dee As im Sb te Pee ed, 


a 7 i iy AMO) ol : 
% = A Tisha sunod 6 


er iid 2 3e.- 


; we * 
ie 4 oynty ct - 
gt Sect Wohaunt a wat a bs 


i o abrott rtyueseth eset te Hy oF yoted oe Aa Conese ens I 
i ; j 1 s] on HT cw Mele adh eatwe Jenrt ation fae ten : 


fi offewA | wit ee ws ph ist? of! lo #9999 e — —_ |: 


“SVNG Ton 4c) ing 4 ght Jed iol. Regt i Boi 1994d 
fr reed ova ye cto hab» 100 4 etree irc 6 Sen ee 
jeTa is tO Srey “yt alse ” Gr DH f JR rod ' : 
Piney fi ond yi f aif) 
Be tehioltiiuy aiff We tals vith rod ‘rete: if 
Mi aveD aves al hy eit 6 one oA San Legit 16. ve afer 
Ot inh newl Gea yaw at hockey eft oy J bio (ok thd og fo 


. Dre oniyret 3 ‘t eri: rroert it Holitw. , (iialae 2 not) 


DiS vi LOT oe (ietas doidw jd. _Rodade » Marek 
Vv 4 actly ban A 5 eka ko ap i 
: Vireg of? ,“ophint oly Ye vont poiee* mosiq al | ‘ = 
Abed onemuh a Meoge, iidnen ott Re s° ‘trie a (eb fei & 
iw ieee oft yet boutfenen rer) | dt atttiss ‘dat ato. 
auels “rh «tes ha fie Snivad tor 1 16 sacnoad B vrais ke 
i ginedas to iota sastio fy oats acl? Brcegy orm,a uo" ‘ ogni 
eoxaye alff— . deicde Ue ow dotdw yiieesnonr ott ) svatten 
, isin ¥ipoad 2 aa pert Mm toh Sy ‘gf Todigt 2 ik eii6q 
: rit  osiserr tir} we BN TAs rts BO) pact nis Se nits 
MITA Ht total Geol ef eatentitve ald? bate q i 
wits tte vase cit galmiges “ors te sorenag . 
fey Mad as eatolfie Saw 4a as ‘os die ee 
) CeO YritiTs et. iti 9% 
wf ry iT Mist visehp dolcrrest ot met and 
4 Citadurg -” boo'y ek sath 
; fe Seine att Yo "53 oF setie 
fad} iy DR i iatdoste only 16% 


i -. ~yistitet she off j 


a re a 4 7 
fOosteh ast} mf wisdvep abst). pot ere. dan wi Veet of} 118 rere ae <, he 
Mi os Jaut olew 0 hoow jmedidw aumtis sien dah aint Ions Din TR, es 
(fJorle wib pool jeri Ae betas etal apltaot sz hn VRE YR ab as 
Sek Ow OiTtho Yor) wth thorn, ody ay #169. bxe'T Lo ayeh cf) 
Vi ab : > SOG ocpnt a 2B Biz sg dee. ‘also ag - 


; i 
ts $ Wy SVOTSe fr : oY ’ 96 Beis Oto ojt un, pire x oo ie nore aro 0 oy 


4TitS40D ofti ri ann 16 HomAt sragiors Gl thrt tif JO: ald J Los 
eee ll 13 it] ie 2ilicl fone. Sih) “aAte at be é asl | Sar on filey ¢ *'' 
Sariqa 6 xotscl foes tags Hite «£ lito ods abermvned bey z 
eolicn mot oftton al! ufiid Carrer wnt) afl “stow imeeg 
S fetelotdigt cf pl 6 us0T! slay ‘pplhaloig ia so pil 
« uy 


¢ , c SRA 11K ora eek i Ph gore wf o)° 3 
| + § mort abyss 4,008 jaods Re pl . 
34} 


ve: 
i 19. Ai adingesslty R 


rig ] 114 nt iagy.. - a ; 
Mo aentald etbbud, mserw ete bes onda. ti 
> ope aldtanod tf A) ox Aira A it: WS 


ry S20 1 ie : 93 5't ‘Cit, be aR, 


€ . rae a cae 
7 ¥ iy, ve ‘ Gs i , 1% “dh 
ae 1: ivy lsreths BOY Tt ty teen ot tC: 
ee | veal Oba 4 7% 2% yO 9e 
vee @y ssid 
“« : 


Mendosa’s description gives occasion for considerable speculation. 
As these features have almost completely disappeared in the last 
twenty years 1 may be excused for giving a brief account of them as 
I saw them in the year 1880. In that year I was traveling hy stage 
from Fort Worth, then the Western terminus of Texas railroads, on 
my way to Arizona. The State maps showed the Leon “Water Holes” 
on this stage road beyond the Pecos River, and some of the stage- 
drivers last of the River referred to them in conversation as being re 
markable, so that my interest was aroused long before I came in sight 
of the marshy waste of waters just East of the “Holes.” This ceserip- 
tion has now become obsolete, but in those days it was widely known 
and recognized as appropriate. 


There was an adobe house and corral then situated just West of 
the Upper or Western “Hole’, and when we stopped to change teams J 
put in my time asking questions of the stage stand keeper and exam- 
ining the Holes and their surroundings. J] found that there were three 
of these so-called Holes lying not far from each other in a general Kast 
and West direction. The largest lay to the West; was about 100 feet 
in diameter, circular in shape, fringed on the margin with a growth of 
interlaced roots of the rush and other water plants extending out about 
three feet from the border, and of so firm a texture that a man could 
stand on it without the water covering his shoes. J shouid have 
thought that a better designation for this great pool would have been a 
Well rather than a Hole, as it was very much shaped like an ordinary 
dug well; round, and with its walls apparently going down perpendicu- 
larly from the surface. 


A small stream of water issued out of the Hast side of this up- 
per Hole, and, running about 50 yards to the East, dropped into the 
second of the three Holes. Jt was similar in contour with the first, 
but was of smaller diameter, being apparently about 60 feet across, 
and fringed as the first with a carpet of roots lining the shore. The 
water, placid, of a deep blue, and like the water in the other Holes 
gave no sign of any bottom. From the second Hole to the third and 
smallest of the pools there ran @ smal] stream carrying probably three 
cubic second feet of water. It was very similar in all respects to the 
other pools, but smaller, and from it there ran a larger flow of water 
out into a marsh about two miles in length and from 25 to 200 yards 
wide covered with shallow water, and having a very considerable 
growth of large rush and some other aquatic plants. Through the 
middle of this marsh some one had dug a trench or ditch from the low- 
er Hole to the East, for the purpose, as J afterward learned, of gather- 
ing the waters into a stream to be used for irrigation. 

s 


The keeper of the stage stand told me that no bottom had been 
found in the upper Hole although tests had been made to a depth of 
120 feet, and as far as could be ascertained the walls of the giant well 
were without any inclination. Horses could not drink directly from 
the pool. So he had to dip up water from the large Hole, and pour it 
out in the troughs, where the animals could get it without danger of 
drowning. That the well was entirely in earth so far as he could as- 
certain, and no rock was visible in it or about it. Some four or five 
years later an army officer, stationed at Fort Stockton, told me that 
the soldiers had made a test of the upper “Hole” and had found bot- 
tom under 28 feet of water. It was always evident in those days that 
flood and rain waters must be carrying down considerable silt from 
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the hills, and depositing it in the upper “Hole”. The stage road ran 
uphill West from this “Hole” some two miles to the top of the hill, 
and even at that time that read was being very much cut mto and 
washed out, so that it was forming a little, arroyo Jeading to the Holes. 
Then another smal} arroyo came into the stage stand from the hill to 
the Northwest, down which the water must at times come in consider- 
,able volume, as was apparent from the drift collected about the bushes. 
So in time the “Toles” must fill up unless some other force was oper- 
ating to remove the silt as fast as it Was carried in. Some fifteen years 
ago the “Holes” were practically closed, and so it came that the old 
name was abandoned. 


; 


I have never seen springs of this peculiar type except in this 
particular locality. The late Juan Cano, Sr., who freighted salt from 
the Crane County Saline to Presidio before the Civil War in the Sh ae 
States, once told me of the former existence of a similar water Hole o 
the Salt Trail some ten miles Gown the Leon Valley below the ae 
water “Holes”. He said he had watered at it in his early freighting, 
when it was of the same form and credited with the same depth of bot- 
tom as was believed to exist in the Leon Holes, but that it had filled 
up with sediment. I was interested enough to investigate, and I 
found the evidence of its former existence about one mile up the Leon 
Valley from the crossing on the Monahans road. The circular form of 
the original well was clearly retained, but the sediment had filled it 
up to within two feet of the top. Its diameter had been about 50 
feet 


I have heard a number of theories advanced to account for the 
physical peculiarities of these springs, some of them being quite fanci- 
ful. Earthquakes have been suggested, gas explosions invented, and 
even lightning has been called in play to account for the deep barrel 
like shape of the Leon Holes. But the explanation which seems to us 
to be the most plausible, is that which is eccepted as accounting for 
the existence of those numerous “Dry Lakes” in ‘tie South plains 
country eSpecially in the counties of Hiale, Lubbock, Floyd and other 
Panhandle Counties. This theory assumes a oat of clay or rock 
some distance below the surface which is fairly impervicus to water, 
and thus serves as a floor through which in places a lack of water de- 
velopes. There is further assumed to lie below this floor a stratum 
of some substance like salt— soluble in water, and, wherever a leak 
develops in the salt floor, then in time a hollow space is created where 
the leak has carried out the soluble matter. Over this hollow space the 
roof finally breaks down. Gradually afterwards as the surface water 
runs into this break a circular depression or pit is created on the sur- 
face of the earth. Where there is no water welling up from below 
this depression becomes in time like an inverted cone, but where 
springs are carrying water up to the surface it becomes cy lindrical in 
shape, 


There are in evidence in the Trans-Pecos Country, several illus- 
trations of the working of this cycle of processes showing it at differ- 
ent stages. ‘There is in the Terlingua Quicksilvei : District of Brews- 
ter County, Texas, near the old Collquit-Tigner Br operty, a striking 
example of one stage where the water, which once worked the barrel 
shape in the rocks, has vanished, leaving a dry round chamber about 
80 feet in diameter and 100 feet in depth. Another stage is shown in 
the depression which forms the Imperial Reservoir in the North end of 
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Pecos County. Still another and more advanced stage is shown in 
the “Spread Out” below Santa Rosa Springs, four miles West of that 
Reservoir. The Salt Lake in Crane County furnishes .another illus- 
tration, 


So this cycle of development is in operation all the time, begin- 
ning in some one place, when it is well advanced in another, and abor it 
to close in another. It is not at all impossible that in the case of the 
Leon Water Holes the whole cycle has begun and reached its late 
stages since the I'xpedition of 1684 camped by its water. The rapidity 
with which the stage of filling up the water Holes has pr ogressed in 
the last 40 years gives ample time for its former processes to have 
worked their beginning and end since that Expedition, and it seems 
to me fairiy to be expected from the character of Mendosa’s descrip- 
tion of his camps that any such remarkable characteristics as the 
Leon Waiter Holes exhibited 40 years ago would most certainly have 
been noted in his account of the camp San Francisco Xavier. 


On the 10th day of January 1684 the party arrived at a place 
to which was given the name of “San Juan del Rio’— or in English, 
“St. John of the River”. I take it that in the Calendar of the Saints 
this day had been set apart for the special honor of the Evangelist 
John. So the place was named in his honor but the appelation “del 
Rio”, was given in description of the place rather than of the pala 
Apparently the term “Rio”, as used by the Spaniards, carries less dig- 
nity than its English substitute, as the Comanche Creek, like nee a 
“Rio” in the Spanish Southwest, would not be elevated in our usage 
to the rank of river. The “Rios” of Spain were small in volumes of 
water, and the Spanish language is richer in words describing the 
characteristics of different kinds cf ravines and dry water courses than 
it is in those devoted to illustrating various classes of running streams, 
The Comanche Creek carries about 60 second cubic feet of water, suf- 
ficient to irrigate some 6,000 acres of alfalfa and other crops, but in 
many places it is not 20 fe et in width, and rarely will one find in ita 
poo] exceeding 6 feet in depth. 


The Mendosa journal gives a description of this St. John of the 
River which is quite picturesque. “It is in a beautiful plain. In its 
environs there are four high mesas; from the small one towards the 
north flows a spring; within 3 arquebus shots apparently there issue 
five other springs all beautiful; and within the distance of half a league 
a most beautiful river is formed, although without any kind of tree, it 
having only CAMALOTE patches. The water is very claer, although 
a little alkaline; it is well supplied with fish.” 


Without any reasonable doubt this describes the head of Com- 
anche Creek, where the town of Fort Stockton is situated. The four 
high mesas are the Twelve Mile Mesa, the Five Mile Mesa, the Seven 
Mile Mesa, and the smaller an unnamed mesa, 5 miles north of town. 
There is the only discordant note; the spring does not flow from the 
small mesa towards the north. This discrepancy may come from a 
corrupt test, or from an error in translation. If the clause could be 
made to read “towards the small one in the north there flows a spring,” 
it would be literally true, as it rises in the plain distant from all the 
mesas, and its waters flow to the north. The series of springs which 
unite to form the Comanche Creek, break out on the western margin 
of its bed, all within the compass of half a mile, which may have 
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measured the range of three shots from a Spanish arquebus of the 
seventeenth century. 


The beautiful plain and the river border were “destitute of 
trees”. Ixcepting those introduced later by the hand of the white 
man, it is naked today of everything arboreal other than shrubs. The 
large cottonwoods, so conspicuous Z0 years ago on the irrigation can- 
als north of Fort Stockton, were carried from Presidio on the Rio 
arande as slips by Mr. Francis Rooney more than 50 years ago. 
Whether the CAMALOTI: patches remain to us is possibly a debaie- 
able point. The word CAMALOTE is unknown to our Mexican citi- 
zens so far as ] can learn, and 1 have not found it in Velasquez, nor in 
Rogue bBarcia. There is some temptation to interpret it as meaning 
“beds of lotus”. But aside from the etymological difficulty of such a 


; AE ye ee hare vam. = sie at ten’ Za c aes a ae aeatlainiis ASE raD 
derivation, there remains the fact that there is nothing growing in, on, 


or about Comanche Creek which can be called Jotus. The name has 
been epplied to an Egyptian water lilly, to an American water Jilly, as 
well as to some plants which do not grow in water, but none of them 
are found here. Mr. Bolion in a foot note says that he finds it in 
Salvat Gescribed as an aquatic plent, one of the Pontederias. Now 
when I saw the Comanche Creek, some 43 years ago the most striking 
physical features marking its appearance were first: the beautiful 
blue tinted shade of its sinuous waters, and second; the light green 
bands of “tule’’ fencing in those waters for miles on both sides. The 
creek, viewed from a higher level, lay Jike a blue thread, smooth and 
bright, between two pitted and roughened borders of green... The 
green borders were reeds, growing € to 10 feet high out of the marshy 
borders of the creek bed, in places found in clumps,— in others 
forming dense thickets. So dense were these thickets of tall reeds, 
that I could readily understand the story, told by old-timers, of a sher- 
iff end his posse spending a day on horseback searching those jungles 
for the band of Evans outlaws. 


But these tall reeds are not Pontederias. In frontier parlance 
they are known as “Cat Tails,” and belong, J believe, to the genus 
Typhacea. The Mexicans refer to them usually as “tules,” a name 
which they apply rather indiscriminately to any slender reed-like plant 
growing in wet or marshy grund. The latter naime is probably de- 
rived from some Indian language. These plants are steadily decreas- 
ing in size and quantity on the banks of Comanche Creck, until they 
have now lost the striking appearance of former years, and are seem- 
ingly doomed to extinction. The coming of the white man with his 
herds and his domestic plants has wrought many changes in the face 
of Mother Nature in the arid west, bringing into her features many 
plants new and strange, and making outlaws of others, that find no 
place left for them in their old home. So the old “Camalotes’, as 
these Spanish invaders called them, are about to drop from the chap- 
let of the St. John of the River. Before closing mention of the Cama- 
lote I may call up the name “Camalot” of the Artharian Legend. ‘The 
castle may have laid in marshy ground, and with many aquatic plants 
in evidence. But the name itself comes from the Arabic with the 
meaning of a coat of camels hair—- a “camlet” in English. The plume 
of the “Tule” may explain Mendosa’s “Camalote”’, as it bears some 
semblance to woven camels hair with a pointed cap on top. 


But more notable yet is the loss of another feature of that 
beautiful plain. On the day before their arrival at Comanche Creek 
the narrator says that “tracks of buffalo began to appear’, but none 
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were found. On the day of arrival “three bulls were killed in this 
place, and with these came relief to the great need which ali the camp 
suffered.” This sentence briefly and pointedly expresses the impor- 
tance of the animal in the economy of human settlement over a coun- 
try, vast as the empire of Cathay, and finding its southwestern bounds 
in the’ vicinity of our St. John of the River. It is rather interesting to 
consider these bounds. And while zoologists are zealous in pointing 
out that the animal is a bison, and is not a buffalo, we will follow the 
almost universal habit from the days of Captain John Smith, who may 
have originated its use, to the present time, and call it a Butt: alo. 


The compelling part of the narrative of Cabez de Vaca, made 
public after his arr ival in Sonora, Mexico, was the story he had heard 
from. the Indians of a rich country to the north, which was generally 
Ha to by the S Spaniarc ‘ds as the “Seven Cities of Cibola’. Espejo 

n 1583 found among the Humano Indians at the junction of the Con- 
aie and Rio Grande Rivers hides of an animal named “Civola”, and 
heard of the passage of De Vaca through the country of these same 
Indians; so is is probable that the story of Cibola came from the Hu- 
mano Indian ns. When Fray Marcos do Niza carried his party to Zuni 
or Acoma, Which ever it may have been, he believed he had come toa 
port of entry to Cibola, the Buffalo Land. But it was yet some dis- 
tance to the western limits of this Buffalo Land, and almost the width 
of a continent to its Eastern bounds. 


La Salle spanned the eastern margin of Cibol: early in his 
career he found the buffalo at the Thousand Islands where the St. 
Lawerence River takes its waters from Lake Ontario. Shortly before 
the dramatic end of his ili-starred career he had found the same ani- 
mal coming to the shores of the Guif of Mexico at Lavaca Bay. Gil- 
more makes Boone say to his companion, Col. Richard Calloway, as 
they looked down from the Cumberland Mountains over the hil] Is of 
Kentucky, that his “cattle grazed on a thousand hills.” These points 
mark fairly well the eastern and southern extremes of the Buffalo 
Land as it came to be known to the-early English and French explor- 
ers. The great bulk of the animals however seem to have roamed 
from north to south along that stretch of land from the Saskatchawan 
to the Rio Grande, where the prairies shade into plains, and which was 
the heart of Buffalo Land. They were abundant in Texas along the 
100th Meridian of Longitude almost as far south as the Rio Grande, 
and Mendosa has put it of record that his party, from March 15, 1684 
to May Ist of the same year, on the waters of the Colorado River, near 
the town of Ballinger, killed over 4,000 of them, exclusive of calves, 
and of those animals that were slain but whose hides were not pro- 
cured. And at the same time La Salle was finding the Southeastern 
limits of Buffalo Land. 


It is very probable that the account of Mendosa gives us a 
correct picture of the range of the buffalo at the periods of its great- 
est extension to the southwest. Its tracks are first Seen at the Leon 
Springs; the first view of the animals is had at Fort Stockton, where 


three were killed; six more were killed on the Pecos River near. 


Buena Vista; and after crossing to the east side of the river, twenty- 
seven were seen in seven days at the village of the Hediondos ten 
miles below the present town of Girvin. But the animals were not 
found in great numbers until the expedition had crossed over the 
high dry divide between the Pecos River, and the headwaters of the 
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Colorado River. On these headwaters they also found the wild 
turkey and the “wild hen” (pinnated grouse) in abundance. I have 
heard of only one instance of the buffalo having been found further 
to the southwest than it was seen by Mendosa’s party, and while I 
have had no opportunity to verify the story from any record, yet 
it is so interesting in feature that J will repeat it. It was told to me 
by. the late Samuel J. Hensley, of Marfa, a man who had a keen de- 
light in the traditions and stories of the early times on the Rio Grande 
border. He had gotten it from the records of some little settlement 
up the Conchos River in Mexico. 


During the early days of the Mexican Republic, or possibly 
toward the end of the Spanish regime, a penal colony was established 
at a small place on the Rio Grande above the present town of Ojindga, 
and was known by the name of Vado Piedra, ‘Rocky Ford.” Certain 
classes of criminals were banded iogether under the name of Con- 
demned Regiments, and were stationed under guard at certain points 
on the frontiers. The station at Vado Piedra was located in a large 
meadow which was under irrigation and farmed by the convicts, who 
were thus in theory at least self-sustaining, and at the same time 
served as a guard on the frontiers and against the Apaches and Com- 
anches. But while raising their own cereals and vegetables they often 
hungered for meat when the hunters had failed to bring in game. On 
one of these occasions it was Jearned that there was a small herd of buf- 
faloes grazing on the plain of San Estaban just south of the present 
town of Marfa. So quite a number of the convicts with their guards 
were sent out to gather in a supply of meat. The buffalo were locat- 
ed and surrounded, and the slaughter began. So intent were they 
on the chase that it was an easy matter for a band of Comanches, 
who had been watching them from the neighboring hills, to sur- 
round them in their turn, and to lay in a good supply of scalps as 
well as meat. It was a case of application by the Comanches of the 
Mexican “ley fuga,’-—law of fright. 

It is not difficult to understand why the buffaloes, though 
congregating in large herds on the heads of the Colorado River, were 
so rarely found in Pecos County only 150 miles further west. There 
were natural barriers which in a great measure fenced off the ani- 
mals. The Pecos River served as one of these barriers and probably 
one of the least of them. Jn those days this stream was quite different 
from the scant thread now seen in its bed between high banks, after 
its waters have been stolen from it for farming purposes. Then it 
ran bank full, one hundred to one hundred fifty feet in width, with 
perpendicular banks 10 to 20 feet in height, and it was only in a few 
places, from the New Mexico line 150 miles south, that an animal 
like the buffalo could cross. Those perpendicular banks made it 
dangerous for a good swimmer. And it is noticeable in Mendosa’s 
account that the only buffaloes he mentioned on the west side of the 
river were bulls. We are left to conjecture that few cows and calves 
could pass that barrier. But the strongest and most imposing barrier 
to the western movement of these cattle consisted of the eastern wall 
of the Staked Plains, and the character of these high plains, once this 
wall was scaled. When the winter winds started the herds on their 
southern migration this wall stood out like a shoulder which turned 
the moving animals to the east. lf some succeeded in passing through 
the breaks in the wall out on the high bare dry plains, the first bleak 
north wind drove them down again for shelter. There was one large 
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break in this well, cut through by the Canadian River in its passage 
east from the Rocky Mountains, and through this passage went the 
largest number of buffaloes that penetrated to the Pecos River. 
Kspejo found them on that river in numbers for seventy-five miles 
opposite the opening afforded by the Canon of the Canadian River. 
At the south end of these Staked Plains this wall gradually lowers as 
the high plain passes into the broken surface of the Edwards Plateau. 
But here while the wall no longer stands up to resist passage, yet the 
absence of living water for a space of sixty miles between the 
head springs of the Colorado and the Trough of the Pecos River 
presents an obstacle almost as insuperable as that wall. 


Whatever the causes the fact remains that at no time of which 
we have any record were there present in the Trans-Pecos country 
any but small numbers of buffalo, and at times there were probably 
none. To the hunter and to the pioneer, this may have appeared to 
be a serious handicap. But it really carries Some important compen- 
sations. While the account of Mendcsa’s expedition discloses the 
presence of no Indians settled anywhere on any of the beautiful 
springs and fertile lands between the Rio Grande and the lower Pecos 
yet they are found in large numbers Kast of, but close to the valley of 
the upper Rio Grande in New Mexico. So there would not have 
arisen in that lower Pecos valley and its environs the Pueblo Indian 
civilization nor large numbers of nomad Indians. The Spanish con- 
quest and possession of New Mexico was due entirely to that civili- 
zation. Such considerations cause one to realize what a strong factor 
the buffalo was in the settlement of this country. So long as it re- 
mained in numbers to sustain a nomadic Indian population just that 
long the Indian had a fortress from which he could sally fourth to 
fight the advancing settlers, and to which he could safely retreat in 
case of defeat. 


The “arroyo,” as the Mexicans would denominate it, or “draw”, 
as our frontiermen would call it, in which the large springs at San 
Juan del Rio arise, is commonly known as Comanche Creck. But it 
would seem after all to be as erroneous to apply to it the term Creek 
as commonly used in England to describe an inlet or arm of the sea 
projecting out into the land: In America we undersiand it to mean a 
continuous depression in the earth’s serface, leading into a larger 
current or body of water, and carrying streams within a bed of well 
marked banks in a volume of gradually increasing dimensions as it 
comes to lower levels. But neither description fits the so-called 
Comanche Creek. The Arabs have a word for a class of partially 
dry water-courses, which appears in the English as “Wadi,” and 
which the Spaniards have incorporated in their language in the names 
of two wel] known water courses—the Guidiana and the Guadilquiver. 
Following that practice we might very properly call Comanche Creek 
the Wadi Comanche. 


Our “Wadi” Comanche is an arroyo or draw some 50 miles in 
length, heading in small swales in some low hills about 9 miles south 
of the springs of the San Juan de] Rio, and debouching into the Pecos 
River about 3 miles below Horsehead Crossing. These springs furnish 
its only perennial running water which is carried within well defined 
banks. Before this water was captured and diverted into irrigation 
canals, it ran somé¢ 6 or 7 miles in an open plain and sank into the 
earth. Shortly above the spot of its final disappearance the stream 
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split into several parallel channels, which finally came together again, 
and within this Mespotamia—if we may use a rather far-fetched 
figure of speech-—ihere was a jungle of “tules’ or “cat-tails,” more 
than one-fourth of a mile in width and ahout two miles in len vee h. 
Below the “sink” the defined bed no longer appeared, but the depre 

sion or swale continued to the Pecos River, being joined near the ee 
of Imperial by another swale—the Wadi” of the Leon, a depression 
of siinilar characteristics, but of greater length. This Wadi Leon heads 
in the Glass Mountains, north of Marathon, and the course of its de- 
pression for about 40 miles marks quite closely the apex of the 


Siockton part of the Marathon fold. 49S »4954 


The two Swales—Wadi Comanche and Wadi Leon—seem to 


have been occupied in some far-distant geological period by large 


streams of water down to the present depression of the Pecos River. 
These streams appear then to have had deep and wide channels in 
the solid rock, and later as their voiume gradually died away the 
action of the wind and rain-waters slowly filled up the old beds until 
a flat grassy plain stretched across the valleys. At the present day 
heavy rains at times start the waters down this depression in sections, 
but never in my forty years acquaintance with the County has a 
continuous stream flowed from the Leon or Comanche springs to the 
Pecos River. The presence of various kinds of fishes and of frogs 
in the springs, and of raccoons in the borders of these isolated waters, 
points to some former water connection with that River, but Mendosa’s 
account does not indicate any different topographical] features of the 
two swales than those of this time 


There is apparently a fault in the narrative at this point, as in 
one paragraph i is stated “on the 11th of said month and year we set 
out from San Juan de) Rio,” while in the next we are told that on the 
“2th day of the month and year we set out from the above named 
place of Senor San Juan, and camped for the night about 5 leagues 
from it without water. Half way we found a very beautifu! stream 
which flows toward the north; towards the east riins a chain. of meses 
on the right hand as we came. All the road is level without stones, 
covered with much pasturage, and with mesquite and other kinds of 
wood.” This description is quite an accurate one at this day if the 
starting point be located at the Comanche Springs in Fort Stockton. 
The “half way” stream takes its rise in the San Pedro Spring. It lies 
in the valley of the Wadi Comanche about 8 miles northeast of the 
Comanche Springs not far from the ancient stream channel, and is 
believed to be a resurgence of a part of the sunken waters of those 
springs. The Mesas to the east are Seven Mile, Livingston, and Cut 
Off Mountain, in succession, each following to the east of the preced- 
ing one. 


The camp that night was without water. If the road led direct- 
ly towards the Saline beyond the Pecos River this camp. would even 
now be without living waters. But a small spring might have been 
found about 3 miles to the west of this dry camp of the Mendosa party, 
and if the trai] had then existed which did not have the Saline as its 
objective, but was laid out with due regard for ASE camping sites, 
it would almo; st certainly have Jed these voyagers to that little spring. 
This is one,of the several indications which re Re it very probable 
that the trail of Mendosa to the Pecos River was an ancient one made 
by the Indians to obtain salt for domestic use. Another of these indi- 
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cations consists in the fact that the Hediondo village of the Pecos, at 
which the party arrived a few days later, could have been reached by 
a direct and shorter route from San Juan de] Rio, which would have 
ne well watered and over a level smooth country. The route 

ctually traveled to that village from San Juan del Rio represents the 
ate sides of a tri oo. adjacent to 2 right angle; the route suggested 
is the hypothenuse 


as 


On the 13th day of January the party arrived at the Rio Salado, 
which was the name borne then by the Pecos River in some of its 
upper stretches in New Mexico. To the reporter Mendosa it apparently 
carried as much water as the Rio Grande, and its waiers were quite 
a different character, although both derive their waters from the 
mountain ere The Rio Grande was a stream, from the pate to 
the Z9th paralle] of latitude, running through a valley of sand from 
one to four sim in width, and the floods from melting snows cut 
new paths in the sand each year, as the waters might rock from one 
bank to the other. Jo this rule there were but three exceptions 
where a narrow channel was cut through rocky dikes, such as at Ei 
Paso and at the Grand Canon. It might be dry at times in places 
Where the sand swaliowed up its waters, but in those constricted 
parts the streem would again emerge, In the winter and early spring 
its waters would be at a low stage; in May and June with the melting 
of the Colorado snows the river would be in the flieod. In April 1880 
I traveled up its banks from EE) Paso to Mesilla, ae found no running 


water in all that distance. But the river sands carried a sluggish 


current under the surface, for the stage horses were watered out of 
deep holes dug down into the sand and shingles of the river bed, and 
smal} streams “of water were taken into the irrigating canal at I] Paso 
from the throat of the narrow rocky pass from which the town derived 
its name. At Mesilla we met the stream making its way daily further 
south as the melting snow gave it increase of strength. 


But the Pecos River carried its waters after a different plan. 
From the 32nd parallel south to the Pontoon bridge on the 3ist 
parallel it ran in a wide plain so covertly that one would almost 
step over its banks into the waters without joe cue its presence. 
There were no narrow passes through rocky defiles, no great beds of 
shifting sands in which its waters could be hidden. It ran in a narrow 
tortuous channel between almost perpendicular banks, through grassy 
prairies and mesquite thickets, muddy, silent, cold, morose, as if it 
shunned the knowledge of mankind. A solitary heron from the 
banks or the sight of a very smal! willow close at hand, would give to 
the traveler the only notice that could be expecied of its proximity. 
Its waters ran at quite an even state and nearly to the rim of its 
banks during the entire year, but, when occasional summer floods 
drove them out over these rims, they rapidly spread out over the 
level background a mile or more in width. It is quite probable that in 
the months of January and February 240 years ago and in much later 
years, the Pecos would seem to carry more water than the Rio Grande, 
because all that the one carried was visible, while much of the other 
was submerged in the sand. But the Rio Grande is a greater river 
in length and in yearly volume of water. The Pecos of 1684 was a 
canal; the Rio Grande was a plains river of the type of the Red River 
of the South. Both rivers have been so greatly reduced in waters 
by the farmers that the en Pecos and the lower Rio Grande at the 
mouth of the Conchos, carry but a small part of that which Mendosa’s 
party witnessed. 
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During the 14th of January there was a halt in the journey, 
and the record mentions the killing of six buffalo bulls and the finding 
of the Saline. It is probable that the Indians of the party were 
familiar with the salt bed, and Jed the Spaniards to it. Salt deposits 
have always in the southwest been of considerable importance to the 
Indians and to the early settlers, losing their value, however, when 
the steamboat or railroad came into the country. The salt licks in 
Kentucky were among the most noted features in the economic life 
of the first settlers. Up to the time of the building of the Texas and 
Pacific, and the Southern Pacific Railways through Trans-Pecos 
Texas the Saline on the Pecos River, and the Salt Lake at the foot of 
the Diablo Mountains, were in constant use by the inhabitants of the 
Rio Grande valley, Indians, and whites alike, so that well worn roads 
marked the way to them. Over the deposit near the Diablo Mountains 
there cccurred in 1877 what was known as the Salt Lake War, when 
the land owners undertook to collect toll for the gathering of salt. 
It was claimed, as against the right to exact toll, that, long before 
there could have been any right of ownership in the land on which 
the salt beds were situated, it bad been the custom of the primitive 
Indians, and after them of the Indians of the Pueblos, to gather this 
salt as from a commons free of charge, and that when the Jand came 
into private ownership it came to the owner charged by immemorial 
usage with the right of the public to gather salt for domestic uses. 


On the loth of the month the party set out in a southeasterly 
direction, apparently along the south side of the Pecos River, and 
camped for the night on its banks about 8 miles below the present 
town of Buenavista. Here the narrative gives a sight at the Castle 
Gap Mesa, which long afterwards became a noted point on the trail of 
the Comanches raiding Chihuahua and Durango. “On the other side 
of the River towards the east, about 4 Jeagues apparently, there is a 
little range of Mountains; from it extends a small mesa; above this 
rises another little mesa, which commands a wide prospect.” It is not 
difficult to recognize. 


Continuing down the river the camp was again made on its 
banks the 16th, and “because we were free from cold, it was given the 
name of Santo Domingo Soriano de la Noche Buena.” “About the 
middle of the night it commenced to iain as if it were summer, but the 
glorious Saint was pleased that it should not continue, for all the 
companions came without tents.” Now these soldiers had started on 
their expedition on December 15th, and, although they had been a 
month on the road in the middle of winter, this is the first mention 
of rain or storm of any kind, Jt must have been expected that the 
weather would not be severe and so “the companions came without 
tents.” Hence We can safely draw the conclusion that the climatic 
conditions in Pecos County during the winters of those days were 
much the same as now. It is possible of course that we may have 
more snow in these days, as there is no mention of snow during the 
journey, while at the present day it is a rare winter that does not 
bring a slight fall, 


Leaving this camp on the 17th of the month the voyagers 
passed some burned pastures and halted about a Jeague from the 
rancheria of the Hediondos, whose chiefs and people came out to meet 
them, some on foot, some on horseback. This and other incidents of 
the journey show that already, less than 160 years after the conquest 
of Mexico, the Indians of the southwest had come to be quite familiar 
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with the horse. Indeed so familiar had they become that there had 
been introduced among them an occupation fit to rank With that of 
the chase or of war, the art of Ren pate in which they became 
experts of the highest rank. It was only a few days later that the 
Apaches swooped down at night on these etiendes Jike a wolf on 
the fold, and drove away quite a number of these same horses, which 
had been trooped out to greet the Spaniards. And when these same 
Hediondos prayed the Spaniards to declare war on the Apaches as 
enemies of both the Hediondos and the Spaniards, it was plainly due 
more to dread of losing their horse stock, than to any danger to life. 

When the party arrived at the rancheria, the river was crossed 


Iw 


at the middle of the village, which lay “at the foot of a great rock 
which serves it as a protection against the Apaches.” Now there can 
be little doubt I think that this rock lies on the north or east bank 
of the Pecos River about 11 miles below the present town of Girvin. 
The itinerary does not definit ely show its distance in leagues from 
the camp at the Saline, but does show clearly that it was something 
over 9 leagues, with not more than a days trave] beyond, The village 
was at the foot of a great rock, and in front of it lay an easy fording 
place on the River. This rock near Girvin is 30 miles Sack the 
Saline, as the crow flies. Now the Pecos from the Saline down for 
some 30 miles or more runs through a rather wide peneplain, and 
cuts generally to the rock strata below. These strata appear to have 
a slight dip at right angles to the course of the river, which takes 
its course roughly with the strike. The river cuts into the rock 
sirata one after the other, corroding the shales easily and deeply, 
but wearing away the hard limestone slowly. The result is that its 
downward descent on that section is marked by what maybe calle 
a series of steps, where long floors through soft shales are ended 
each by a sharp descent over a hard limestone stratum, The only 
available and safe fords over the stream in early days lay at these 
short sharp descenis. Where the current came down rather gradually 
with rippling waters it was known in those days as a “Ripple,” and 
might be styled “Spring Ripples” or “Thirty Mile Ripples” (Thirty 
miles from the town of Pecos) or some familiar name. Where the 
water fell perpendicularly 5 to 8 feet it became .a “Falls,” such as 
Grandfalls, Little Falls, Lower Falls, ete 


Now, between the Saline and the great rock below Girvin, 
there are only a few such potential fords, and only three of them have 
been used for wagon crossings, Horsehead, Powell and Torres Dam; 
and all of them are now practically out of use. Of the three, that 
known as the Torres Dam crossing at the site of a great rock on the 
east was the best and safest. It was least subject to overflowed 
banks and its bottom was smooth and hard. Now right opposite this 
crossing Jay a great limestone “rock,” as the Spaniards called it, 
about 100 yards from the River bank. As it is the only crossing on 
the River which has a large rock fronting close to the River—within 
40 miles of the Saline as one goes downstream—lI can see no reason to 
doubt that this is the site of the Hediondo village in 1684, and there 
are signs yet Cuerne which point to its former occupation by 
Indians. 


It was an ideal site in many respects for such a village. The 
rock is of hard limestone, about 70 feet high, 100 feet in width, 300 
feet in length, arising near the river bank in a plain where objects 
4 or 5 miles away are easily visible from its dome, so that in day 
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time it could not be easily surprised, and such pame as deer and 
buffalo could be easily sighted. The adjacent river was a source of 
supply of fish, mussels, and soft shell turtles, and the the pasturage 
for horses was abundant. The narrative seems to consider the rock 
itself as a defense against the Apaches. There is no sign now of 
ancint irrigation by these Indians but they probably raised corn, 
beans and pumpkins in the fertile loess on the river bank. About 45 
years ago the Mexican families of the clans of Torres and Garzas of 
Fort Stockton looked on this spot and planned the building of an 
irrigation canal. They brought their families and employes, and 
constructed a dam of rocks, with a few interlacing poles (carried from 
a long distance), opposite to the lower end of the great rock, and led 
out the canal from a spot on the south or west side of the River 260 
yards higher up. To get the necessary rocks for the dam they 
worked ont with crowbar and sledge all the loose rock possible alj 
over the great hill, and blasted away the western front of the rock. 
Twenty years after the Mexicans had abandoned their farms and left 
the rock dam to face the river floods without the aid of man, at 
least one visit, and probably two, was made to the great rock by 
hidden treasurer hunters, who dug and worked over the old hill 
again in search of some fancied deposit of Mexican silver. Yet after 
the rock had been pitted and scarred time and again by Mexican 
farmer and American fortune hunter the signs of the ancient Hedi- 
ondos or some other Indian inhabitants are plainly visible. In the 
valley below the rock in places may still be seen the rock hearths 
once used to warm some.Indian wigwam or teepee, while on the hill 


‘itself many flints and celts of Indian manufacture are scattered over 


its surface. On the very crest of its dome may be found a deep round 
conical pointed hole in a large rock, such as was worn in grinding corn 
and beans for cooking, and it is not unreasonable to suppose that 
many an old squaw helped to drill that hole with a stone quern, while 
on duty as a sentinel on the look out for game cor the approach of 
strangers. In several places on the rock there can be seen the 
depressions, surrounded with small burnt rocks, stained by fire, that 
mark the former existence of those Indian ovens, which the Americans 
in early days termed mescal pits. It was a “going” village with these 
activities in full play when Mendosa and his party of soldiers of the 
arquebus and morion “crossed the Salado River without shelter.” 


The phrase seems to be lacking in clearness of meaning which 
the context does not entirely clear up. The Spaniards could not have 
expected to cross a ford on the Pecos River under any kind of shelter, 
that was not furnished by themselves; and the explanation may lie 
in the fact, stated rather weakly in the narrative, that the party was 
detained at the Rancheria at the request of the Humanos and other 
nations, and “being occupied with providing the soldiers with supplics 
of arms and other implements of war.” On the third day of this de- 
tention “the governor, Don Juan Sabeata, appeared before me saying 
that, in order that some men might be armed, he was bringing 17 
deerskins, which he did bring, and they were divided among those 
who were most needy.” Others would be brought when cured. The 
footnote of Mr. Bolton suggests that these skins may have been 
intended for shields or bucklers, which indicates probably that he 
thought the meaning to be, that the party crossing the Pecos were 
sadly in need of shields or bucklers to serve as shelters against a 
possible shower of arrows from the Indians of the Rancheria. 
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Now while this is a very plausible explanation of the meaning 
of the phrase “we crossed the Salado River without any shelter,” yet 
jt does not seem at all probable that those cured deer skins were in- 
tended for shields or bucklers. They could not well serve that 
purpose as they would be too light. They might serve as thongs to tie 
together parts of their defensive harness, or might even serve as pads 
to. breastplates. But for the purpose of forming a shield the party 
itself had procured during its stay at the rock a much better material 
than a thin pliable deerskin, and one which probably then, and 
certainly at a later day among the Comanches was in common use for 
that purpose. A shield of buffalo skin fringed with turkey feathers, 
and carried by a loop on the Jeft arm, was the standard “chimal” of 
the hard riding Paducas of the 19th century. Hence I am disposed to 
think that the detention to arm the men was for the purpose of 
fashioning shields out of the buffalo hides, so that they might not 
again cross a river “without any shelter,” and that the deerskins were 
used partly for clothing, partly for mending saddles and ‘other im- 
plements of war.” 


The Indian Don Juan Sabeata, as he is styled, is a rather im- 
portant figure in the expedition. He appears on October 15, 1683 
before the new Viceroy of New Mexico at E) Paso, with other chiefs 
of his nation, the Humanos, to petition aid against the Apaches, The 
Humanos seemed to have then lived in scattered communities over 
the Southwest. Sabeata came from the “junta,” the junction of the 
Conchos with Rio Grande. He represented that a part of his tribe 
lived on the buffalo plains below where San Angeio now stands. At 


another time they are heard of on the Canadian River near the Staked 


Plains, and at still another in the eastern central part of New Mexico, 
and also west of the Rio Grande. The name seems to have died out, 
but it has been suspected that they were the nation later known as 
the Comanches, and that in less than 80 years afterward they formed 
a confederation with these very plains Apaches and also the Kiowas, 
which has endured to the present day, although each tribe speaks a 
language radically different from the other. 


Sabeata came to the Viceroy claiming to represent various 
peoples, among them the tribe known as the Tejas, living to the east 
of the plains of the Humanos. About thirty years Jater St. Denis, on 
his road to the mission near Eagle Pass, stayed with the Tejas for 
a time in East Texas, and was robbed on the journey by the plains 
Apaches near Austin, Texas, It is believed that our state received its 
name from these East ‘Texas Indians whose name of Tejas was later 
as completely lost as was that of the HHumanos. The name of the 
Apaches, however, although applied to some of the first Indians met 
by the Spaniards on the plains, has not been lost, but has come down 
over 300 years in use from Texas to California. 


Sabeata went with the expedition from El] Paso, and seems to 
have gone ahead of the party to the rock of the Hediondos, for, when 
the expedition halted a league out from the rock, and the chiefs and 
people trooped cut to meet the Spaniards, Sabeata was one of the 
Indians who, “at the time of their meeting up, fired several shots. Don 
Sabeata firing with a fuse an arquebus barrel without a Jock.” It may 
be that these Hediondos were Humanos, as the name Hediondos does 
not again appear after this expedition so far as I know. Sabeata 
seemed to represent them again when, on the 19th of January at the 
same rock of these Hediondos, “all the chiefs assembled with the 
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governor Don Juan Sabeata, the said governor speaking for himself 
and all the chiefs and different nations.” The demand was made 
upon the Spaniards to declare war on the Apaches. JWater Sabeata 
became an object of suspicion to the party, and he was finally driven 
from it in Jess than a month after his officious services were rendered 
at the Hediondo rock, “because of the frauds in which he had been 
caught.” Yet there is nothing in the narrative to lead us to believe 
that the soul of Hidalgo Mendosa was ever troubled in the slightest 
degree With any suspicion that Don Juan’s confederates had made 
away with his horse herd at the rock on the river, and we may 
suppose that in Paradise he is stil] laying the theft to the Apaches. 


The party remained seven days at the rock which was given the 
name of San Ygnacio de Loyola. Here the party seems to have rested 
and refitted, but also the wait is said to have been made for “news” 
of a great ambuscade which the enemy are coming to make in order 
to carry off many horses.” ‘Several days later another entry seems 
to indicate that the raid was made by the Apaches and with success. 
It must have seemed to these Indians that the Spaniards were a very 
courteous people tc spend so much time waiting for them to steal the 
party’s horses. There is nothing to indicate to the reader the direction 
from which these Indians came, nor that in which they carried away 
their booty, but as we do not hear of the Apaches in those days south 
of this point, it is probable that they came from the north and re- 
turned in the same direction. And the enemy may have been the 
Humanos rather than the Apaches! 


On the 24th of January the party set out from the rock of San 
Ygnacio de Loyola. Camp was made that night without water about 
five leagues from the rock, and here Sahbeata told the commander 
that the spies told him they had followed the tracks of the horse herd 
which the hostile Apaches had driven off. But that is all. No suc- 
cess is claimed to have come from the effort. Here the country was 
burned and camp had to be made on a hill which presumably had 
escaped the ravages of fire. In the days of the Indian occupation of 
this country fires must have been common, and nothing but natural 
obstacles served te bring them to an end. In the Jast forty years a 
fire starting at the Leoncito Spring was only halted by a wagon road 
near Fort Stockton, after cutting a wide path 40 miles long. The 
Indians used fires at times to surround and secure game; and others 
resulted from neglect; and twice I have seen conflagrations started 
by lightening. It is said that the Comanches carrying plunder from 
Mexico back to their homes on the plains, were accustomed to fire 
the country behind them in order that the pursuing party might not 
have forage to sustain their animals in the pursuit. 


The result of these fires must have been not only the destruction 
of the grass, but also that of all shrubs where the heat was sufficient. 
This county in 1683 had, according to Mendosa’s story, considerable 
small mesquite brush. The effect of continuous fires would be to kill 
down time after time the small stems growing up from the roots, 
While the roots in time would become of large size and abnormal 
growth. Since the fires have been controlled by the settlement of the 
whites the mesquite stems have become of large dimensions, and the 
shrub has greatiy increased in Pecos County. The first settlers had 
a saying that “beyond the Pecos you must dig for wood and climb for 
water;” due to the fact that the principal fuel was taken from these 
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Jarge mesquite roots, while water was usually found in the hills 
rather than in the plains, where streams originating in rocks sank in 
the friable earth. 


On the night of the 25th about ten leagues from the rock on 
the Pecos river the party camped in a flat at a spring “of clear and 
good water.” This must be the spring known as Grierson’s Spring, 
as there is no other such spring in the direction of Mendosa’s journey 
‘and 10 Jeagues from the rock on the river. It is about seven miles 
southwest of Big Lake and about the same distance southeast of 
Santa Rita oi] wells. It lies some 5 miles south of the Orient Railway 
route, as planned from Ojinaga to Big Lake, a distance of nearly 
two hundred miles. This route is a natural] gateway out of Chihuahua 
into West Texas 


Here a halt of two days was made to rest up the horses and lay 
in meat. Thirty-four buffaloes were killed. Here the Indians known 
as “Arcos Tuertes,” Twisted Bows, joined the party. This appellation 
must have been one given either by the Spaniards or by some atten- 
dant tribe, and coul ie hardly have been that by which these people 
called themselves. This was the case with many of the names of the 
tribes which are given later in the . e, and in some cases this 
explains the loss of the names of the Tejas nd Humanos tribes which 
accounts for the subsequent disappearance at these names. They may 
have appeared Jater under another name. | 


On the 28th day of January, 1684 the party set out from camp 
as San Honofre which I have identified with the spring now known 
as Grierson’s Spring, and continued their journey some ten leagues to 
a halting place, to which was given the name of San Marcos, because 
“upon arriving at it a bull was killed within the camp.” “The water- 
ing place runs from 2 hill, where a holy cross was erected for which 
there was suitable timber.” I am unable to identify this place, and I 
am not sufficiently acquaint ed with the topography of the country 
to follow up the outgoing itinerary any further with any great degree 
of accuracy. The camp of San Marcos may have been on one of the 
head arroyos of either Kiowa, Good Spring, or Dove Creek or the 
middle Concho, but evidently the travel, from now to the meeting 
place set for the journey, must have been laid along some one or the 
other of the tributaries of the Colorado coming into that River from 
the southwest. At a distance of 20 leagues from Grierson’s Spring, 
according to the narrative, the party came to a well defined river 
which was identified by them as the “Nueces” River. Mendosa had 
been on this river in 1654 with Quadalaxra. The story says that the 
source of this river is in some spring, but the inference that the party 
arrived at this river source While probable is not conclusive. However, 
that may be, it was three leagues from that camp to the next camp, 
which lay on a smali river issuing from beneath the earth through 
some rocks, where the party first saw Pecan trees. There were also 
“very lofty Jive oaks” at this camp, and many “wild hens which make 
noise at dawn,” a description which identifies the pinnated grouse, or 
prairie chicken of the early American settlers. Further down this 
river “flows, to join the Concho,” a recognition of the present name of 
that river dating back 240 years. 


According to the journal of Mendosa the party made some 57 
leagues from the Grierson’s Spring to some place on the river, to 
which was given the name of San Ciemente, where a temporary 
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encampment was set up, and the force waited there from March 15 to 
May ist for the arrival of the representatives of various Indian tribes. 
Some nineteen named “nations” were in attendance, but thirty-seven 
other named “nations” failed to meet them through messengers, and 
an agreement was entered inte to meet these nations in the next year. 


Now if we accept the names given to the different “nations” 
as those of peoples of different languages, or of independent tribes, 
we have the surprising result of fifty-six tribes or independent 
peoples being expected to meet at a common rendezvous somewhere 
on the upper waters of the Colorado about seventy miles east of where 
San Angelo now stands. The country of the designated meeting place 
vas evidently abundantly supplied with game sufficient to maintain 


a large gathering, and at least one of these tribees— the Tejas— were 


to come from a home far to the east; but it is almost incredible in the 
light of the later known history of Indian tribes in Texas, to accept 
these names as those of so many different “nations”. In historic 
times this country was never peopled by more than ten or twelve 
tribes of independent racia] stocks. - Of those who actually met with 
the Spaniards the Hediondios, the Humanos, and the Twisted Bows 
came with them from the west. The names of the others as given by 
Mendosa are not heard of afterwards with one exception. Among 
these occurs the name “Quiticas.” Now in 1877 as I was going to the 
Staked Plains, through the camps of the buffalo hunters, our party 
came in sight of a point of those Plains projecting out of the east, 
high above the lower land at its foot, like a salient angle of some giant 
fortress of Vauban, which was known to the hunters under the name 
f “Kitty Kay Peak”. J was never able to learn the source from which 
the name came to the hunters, but supposed that it was of Spanish 
origin, like so many other names fringing the eastern edge of those 
Plains. Some years jater I saw in one of the books of the blind chap- 
lain, Milburn, (The Lance, the Cross and the Canoe”, (1 believe) a re- 
print of an old French map dated about 1715, showing a peak with 
the name of “Quiteque.” This seemed to be the “Kitty Kay Peak” of 
the hunters both from the similarity of the name and from its location 
on the map. But the name is, I suppose taken from the language of 
some Indian tribe, and Quitaca, Quiteque, and Kitty Kay are the 
spanish, French and English derived forms. 


The existence of this name applied to a natural object rather 
raises the presumption, or at any rate the suspicion, that the name 
Quitaca, as applied by Mendosa to a party of the Indians, was not giv- 
en as indicating a tribal distinction, but simply as a place name just 
as we may refer to a resident of Dallas as a Dallasite. In like man- 
ner We may suspect that many of the other names refer to some ]lo- 
ecality rather than to any distinctive tribal name. Then too, look at 
some of these other names. The Hediondo name is purely Spanish. 
It may have been used only by the Spaniards or it may have been the 


_ Spanish equivalent of a name given to these people by some other In- 


dian people. Certainly the Indians would not give themselves such a 
name. Then take the name “Los que hacen Arcos,” “Those who make 
Bows,’ or the name “Fleches Chiquitos” “Little Arrows’, and. the 
same remark will apply. 


So I am reasonably certain that the 56 names of nations given 
by Mendosa cannot be taken to be applied to that many separate and 
distinct tribes, and so far as I can surmise, there is nothing in the 
name Jist that can serve to give us any clear idea of a tribe, beyond 


aa en ms rs ae Ri ats a i ea tte es Se WN 


reel oe sneer 


bE Riper aa 
agri wont Sao yok 


benches icy ‘jad some 


bie wisyineande ofa cult: 
“Wey been off nb another 


“aroled” jrawttib edy oe 
geod Insbnoqabal to #0 Jaomib,to gole to 920m 
Mesbaoqebni so sodhs "ean C Sari ot SVR OM = 
sjunyratioe cLovKelne aoanige @, ay IML RS | Bia ee 
viortw to Taso aalint Vinevee jneds absio ont} ee 
wel anisoon batcagisah get le xeon od vatesias bavi wdehlel 
sictrdnent of troitiva amay dbx Ballqaua acer (rccoliva: as 
view —aptiaT ody —esodint seetld lo aao denel Js bass i} 5 9) past 


ad ol alcdibssont daocuie ab db Jun pene ol? ob -t8Pearte 4 vit acti 
{79998 0) ,2exet od odin neti toe ageing ref ld 5 FANE 
“sisoseiet st ...Yanoltien” JIU weed og a sete” g2oMy 
SV iwe i oa iiesl) eae gd. ee ae TES te 
dite. tom vileuioe dv, oxodl eaten 

yWwot balebyw’T. oft, bron 2oneamat 


“d naan 28 enrentfa aa i SSONBLT | Jaow ot 1 | i : . iy ; 


4 


oo 
we 
=" 


wiieg ‘ute. ada ofstiud oil rep hace grit bem 
jets odd-lo 200 uniion(o1g ‘2cight aeorlt to. Atlog la mk ont 
re aitioe to ofaria tasiiea # anal | alt J¢ bas! teyol 1} ave 5 
oman onl nébhetr eric off of awopt amw fotitw oe SV lo eae 
floliw ocotl sottree arf} paeak oF pioven daw Lins’ . 1 ALA 
fairted(2 to-eew fe Yarll boxogepey fad out > 4 nee 
cao) lo opbs crsitese sett Yehaniny r torrie Urs € na a f eth ‘ 
gato tintid oi) Yo zatood sft Io ato al wea I otal s n 2st 
“i ae (ovollad T)."oomsD oct big e201 amd song ) ern ta Le 
ny Heog 8 Qdiworte Cyr judd Bapeb’ Fa y ay fe 6 19, 1 
“deol yet yr" site od oF banaoe | of Y" to sikt oft 


‘* 
aay) 


<a wien hae satsa sift to vir vattents ait} Lod gsasou., 

lo ghavgeal ols moth dodst ee I al Lay T.qart anid. 

ot} oe-Yaal- wna bre eupeth set. See 3) sth al 98 i 
erty} D sons Se odie, a ir 

ue he 


iortte1 toside laiwitia @ of hotlqgqa omen gi) to vacant pongo icse 
oman oc} tal ,cotsiqaua edi ete, yas Ie 10 ; 


“he Jon aa eiplbrrl edit To: a RO seobsaid ed “he 1 00 Ht 
2 


baat Ste: only % BS vigiinia tite rete Pe oe thal RS Py. 
-ser, o2tf gl otiestiod @ 2é soled to dnebies1 S of 8 agi oe ae a 
ol ater oF tater eocmett a9riio sftp tp Ph. = beg Fe Saptdad APES OA 
ts Aol oo) wal creed [adh el ee 


dainng2 ylang. eb omer obroibeld \ aie bees ‘98 
ps mood eved ware fi.100 ays 0) vd ¥ 


novia attoHen to. eemred o 
ons SOLAR Sadia) | 


: par aes pene > 


Sooo 96 0 a0 ae OF ov: 189 del 1s : 


i ER EN NES FIRE Rn 


the names of the Apaches, the Tejas, the Humanos and, as Mr. Bolton 
suggests, a Wichita tribe Known as the Iscanis. There is nothing in 
the name list to suggest the presence of Comanches, unless the Hu- 
manos were of that tribe; nor of the Lipans, both of which tribes were 
afterwards in occupancy of the heads of the Colorado and Brazos Riv- 
ers. The narrative makes frequent mention of the Apaches (and the 
Lipans may have been Apaches) but gives no information of their 
location or habitation. There is mention, however, of an attack made 
on the camp by “bandit Indians of the Kingdom La Biscaia whom they 
call Salineros.” These were probably of the same Apache family, 
who in later Gays were known as Mescaleres, and had their homes in 
New Mexico, from which their young warriors made raids on far dis- 
tant countries. The names of various Apache Shel ees must have 
changed often in Spanish usage, for names appear and disappear in 
the Spanish record with every new generation as applied to Apaches 
in: certain quarters. For instance at one time the Apaches in Trans- 
Pecos Texas are described as “Pharaones’’, having reference probably 
to some custom of signaling by fire, the Spanish word coming plainly 
from the Greek Pharos, a light house The next generation ignores 
that name entirely and new ones are given. 


According to De Mezieres the Comanches made their appear- 
ance in the Panhandle of Texas shortly after the Mendosa expedition 
and, taking possession of the country, drove the Apaches to the south. 
Some part of the Apaches of the plains may have been the progenitors 
of the Lipans, an Apache speaking people, who occupied much of West 
Texas from the Brazos to the Rio Grande during the days of the Texas 
Republic. But it is. probable that the greater part of their number 
was incorporated in that remarkable alliance with the Comanches and 
Kiowas, which came into existence early in the 18th Century, and has 
endured for nearly 200 years. Among Indians this alliance, in its im- 
portance and its Jong standing, is only exceeded by the famous League 
of the Iroguois. It must have swept away from the Buffalo Lands in 
West Texas all or most of those fifty-six “nations” of eee who 
were rioting in the slaughter of buffaloes in the spring of 1684, 
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